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1IDI TD EDITql'S CJWll: 
.A. I• Y082' and n lfe,r Vol11118. Tbo·yoer or g:l'flOe, 1948. ill ¥JIC aa I 'lll'ito, ond 1n .tew of th G !tibt ·i~at 'ft still hear o 

lot obolR roUoaa ( oae CNnOO of beoOll ~ YGGk) in abort INIIPJ.7, 
eutm.t,, ut:Uit;J, on4 the rest of ••, mat of ua will~ 
inol1necl to mq "Good B144anoa" • Bllt there ~s been BOll8tbing 
to ~ tbe dedP ,eM - ~ ho1111t': ·: Tb.et a..e. ~ an hoe 
•tnmctti to •111Nmt11i. em 1- •t "8eaD t •n 1111'1179' nm-. Nir : 1948 with attffUGL K1q .....-. s-toa Di!b, hleon '8 , 
8ll!l. otHN .. 1mon10 ...u ...... ts-,..-tJT bu · 11t.e.he~ Sa 
~ of ..... • 119 teilll CNlr om ·tiiiaD 014 Jo18'• loolt .. Clll\ &Qt '9Jte a pod 9p1Nh In b ."IIDllr »upeWa•, ea "111 b4J NGD 
~ 1119 l'ftP()dlloUca .la~~..,. .,,: '{- wozk, ~ .W. ·W.lee t). 
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,-.... - .. ..,. loel t.wo 117 the~ of the~ llllBpl!r, poor ... -· .... .. -- · ,...-.--- :.: .. . 
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(This is the tint article by Peter Welker, .ill "111 1 agree it•a 

juat the tlwlg for the C .D. The hUlll!n touahl Be s~ most 

collec~ra bani a sense of humour - he's certainly .~t 1' bimsel , 

Note what he seys about receivillg twn letters , in f-.nine hend

writ.ilig in OJl:8 dey, Peter - I cen - well, nenr mindl I n 

pleased to ee7 we hne IIIOl'S of his . articles in hen'1 just ee 

good, - H.L.) · : 

'l'Hil POS'llld 1S KNOCK 

..,, 
P. A, WALKER • 

.About twenty-five years ego, tu the bo7B end girls of that 

particular~~· th ere axisted o certain "stlDC'sphere" lrhioh 

-• 11ere notices~~le .~.n Monday, :11ednesdey elld·Pri ,iq mornin,gs • . 

'J'he X'e8IOU ',~e ~t, ~cauae on Nond~s we et111ked along t o 

the .neell!98t m,ws~!~ 'b_o11p.t :.rur shining new caw of the 

"Jla6nat", and our c~ :foMOd "Boys' J'r.18Jld". On Wednesda,

we 11WOke ,rith the reeli~flt~ ijadt ·i~ 1fflB "Gem" d~, and on 

Fridq wu innsted in the ~ua.ar". Thrills, which ales 

ere of the peat. . ·· , '$ ·: 
Ho-., in 1946, it it! ·~ O.e1~1e to receptve some of 

that 1.1ld. "atiiioephere". PO!'>: fu ';JJ',J oo,ntx,- todeit · e:ti:st l.a.?'89 
numbers of "old boys"., whose 't:hee17 greet1D8& i:n long pieeemit 

letters are e oonetent reminder that thete ere .·~ othen who 

still find enjeyment in the recapture o:f that old tilrill ;' • · 

One<> DJO:re, the postman's knock in the es rq 111(>~-~t 

me!ln the &rriY?'l of e beautiful. JlBrCel of Gems. Or, prob r.bq, 

better still, e -friendl7 note f1'09 Leonerd Peckmlln, "r Bob Whit 

<'r Eric Fayne, or Harry D.;,wler. Or it might mean the arrival 

of the mcnthly is1JUe of the little p!!per which hBIII bruught do 

IIIB1'l1 atrengere tc,gether in one nst circle, the "Collect ore• 

D1€91t 11... An:.t, of course, it ~t nen be ~e sieMl thet a, 

letter b.88 errived from the "great Dlllll" bimeelt, our tireleee 

e~tor •. 

This circle of ours, is, t o me, probebq the best teetura 

o:f ithe whole nther Olll'i ous business of collecting oU G.i1118 and 

Jllt6nete. I -t confess th11t t <><J.e1 I prefer to raen .!!!2!1 tho 



heroes ot the paet thma the eotuel pt1pera tb81118el"98; 
TbolNI oheertal letters traa people all OTar the OOQDU7 

deeori'W.Dg their reeouou ernd eeneatlona on re-disd il'f'aring thE... hero.,. ot tilm 70llth are Tff7 pleeeent indeed. Ye alt and oontaaplate about their writers. What sort ot El bloke is he? Ia be uld or young or lli <!dle-aged? lfflJ.'ried or aingle? .&a time 
81Je& on, more mid more nsn ebollt tbe fell ow oomee along, IIZld a letter from him todsy is like fl letter fZ'Olll IJOllllil'bccl;y 7ou bn.i lo1cnm all 7oar lite. 

It wee :N18l4 11 result of answering en fldflrti1.at 1n 
the "J:ltobmlge and Xsrt" th et made WI ewore tbllt there aiated P 
DUlllber of people who W91'8 interet1tod in the ooUeoUon of old 
bo:,at books. ll. letter erriT9d from Mr. JaoJt Owbett of 

ll·imiJlgh•, mid since then ~ hn8 bea quite NgG181' oon~
denta. He introduced• w the St c,ry Peper Collector, " 
Cenadien 81118teur 111888aine di.sling with the 0¢lleotion of boob, 
tmd euba~tq we became llllbeoribae t o the Colleoton' Digest from the ~ first iallll8. It ne again Jack OorbeU 1llbo ft8 
reap0!18ible for putU.11g me ha tc,ucll with Jlerberl Leoltori!J¥, llnd 1n Ti• of the tr..tmdOQS 1ntGNNlt the Oolleoton' D189et bes givon me, I em 8'a'8 I OW'8 him a ,rote of tbedm. ! 

Surbiton, tn ~, ia a pl-aoe I hne nenr -dsited, 
altlloueh I wee eteticmed near tbl0'9 d~ the flying bollb peri ::· 11bllat &effll'.lg 1n the Royal~. .&Dd Surbiton ia, of Oc/W'SE the bollle of E:r1o Pa,ne , whc,.., it eppeere, ~ a St . Jilll8 '1f bis own. lilrio poaaeesea a vast librftrt of old l>Qyl,• boob, IJlld. ia 1111doa.btedly an authority on St. Jiu, end ~an . 

llob iihiter is e o,.Ueotcr 1lbo eppeon to adorn b1a oorreapondence with beautiful i.1Jw drwhlge of f8111C>U8 school~ of fiction. At firat, thla ceued us ao• emberrea&M11t, "aa the 
poatmml ued to grin wiok~ et ua *- banding OTff the lettefl , 
and peaa acme ooaa&llt aboll.t "DOt had.ng gram up yet". ~. 
tld..e ... f.&pored 8n1 the. am.el of 8 letter el\cmNIIMld 1n Bil elG!JIID.t o~ is a llllOBt -1:oome •ian ~ ltob 'fhiter 1• ill h8zDe8e llg1!1n. On OZl8 -oc,qasiOll I we ooneidnebq bollOID"Sd to noein a letter baa a... Robert Whiter, the herd_..~ find 
ohllJ'mln.,, h,.J10J'ft%7 aeoritaq ct ~ Londoc p,,ap. .u tb1e ooillc4ded with a letter baa Ill• J'llnden of J1:1. ~. I Md 8al!l8 41.ttiaulty 1n apla1nt.Dft. to J11r 'lite thfrt I waa aot oerrying Oil 



aoae aecNt atte.1.rt 1'o• • XlN 111nden 18 a friend in need. 
Sbe ha8 loaed ae Gema Wbloh othemae I llloald nenr haft W 
the oPPorilmiV ot rad!nc· She la • llte-loeg a4lllrer or 
.Arthur ..l.uglla\U .a Lord~. -. 1• to be oaacra\uleted 
on ohooaitig 111oh tJpea u-. ha,:oea. Jllna. untoriumte~, IIN 
Vemon-Smith and Ciml•, and I han follond in their fo>tatepe 
117 9ll)ld.ng os«arettH behind the woodahed in "'1 father' e prda 
at the tead.er ap of foarl••I 

Anothff Il!glieh oity I han nenr visited ia Hllll in York
shire, where e pntl- nmMd Loslia 13ran~ · liTeS arid movea ·-· 
in 1111 atuoaphll.1'8 of Hull City football Club. A staunch support 
is Leslie, wlx> deolaree that Holl City are oerlsintiea for pro
motion to the Seoond "Divi81on et the end of this aeaaoh. Ha is 
a staunch &11pporter of Greyfrl81'8 and he writea as racily aa hie 
favourite Rihor. Ha is enother of oor circle who doos a bit o 
living in the past• end who oan )lame him in rln of the present 
On the aue aide of EDgland, but rather lawv:r dOWJ1 the C01111try 
liTea Kr. B. 1. Smith of Dias. Norte~. 

vr. smith's -latteJB to me lMrfe el~ been eocoq,eaied °b1' e 
choice little _paroel of GeN or llagnata, and I msmre he will 
be del~ed to lmolf that ha has ohoered ~ lteert imnanaaly. 
It was with conaide:reble aatiateotion that one noted the ahoti 
of Kr. Leaw-d Peckman 118 chBi.i'man of the London group. It hie 
lattGra are 8DJ oriterl.oll, ea I 1!1111 sure th91 mat be, than no 
better choice c()Q].d be iJDsgined. 

Mr. Paclawl'a letters ere indean e jo;y to receiTe. Incitian 
tell.r, one nllliaea that prectioelly ell theee correapondunta 
luclq enoqgb to be blessed with a aonaa of humour. Is this the 
result of 8llCh long BBIIOOiation with the St . Ji.ma Greyfriara 

Leonllrd is en autbori V • 
titles or IIOlt "Oema" of note. Bo is ""%7 lucq, UUIBIID.cb ea 

· Mis wifo is a "Gem" ten. Or la he.? . . 
Ra wellOWB in the old 'l'l!llboS· aerlee. J.nd richtl.J. 

F~ ~ ~ 'been better tbs this period of Chllrlea Hamil 
wri.ti.M? I dou.bt it. -Thie aeries IIIMkod 1111' first reel int 
in . ~he "Gc'r At the Ume tbaire ft1'e origlnel}i iallWld (1915) 
In, •t · quih old ~ to tan iD. noh papers, blit obteined 
them in 1918 ea baolt nmbera et id,. end ld, oeohl 
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I,&onc,rd•e let1iare ·· hsve ~t l>Dck tbP-t period with II 

veageencel •1neteen eighteenl The Zeppelins; the d1Dmd.ng 
Ushta, "!t'e e l.tlllg ny to Tipperary", Chrrlie Chaplin; "The 
Fmm,y lfonder", And.etice1 Peeoe ege.in, lllld tile "Gem". Still 
going atrongt · ' 

Leonor.1 Paclanen reminds y-oll or Marie Rivera, llild Talbot: 
oeorge Gore, c:rooke~ Levison, :retty Wynn - "The Rero ot 1felea", 
Ge<>qe Kerr, - "J. Son ot Scotland", and Eric nldere ot Ireland. 
In those ds;rs the "Gem" BQl!lllod streets eheed of 1 ta na~ 
rival the "Jlagnet" ; I have ZIO ioiibt thet it ••· 

Th.:. pi t;y of it was that as the yeus want b7 1 t became 
HCondery. The star of 13unte:r lOOlll&d. -1.aJ:ge. The "lleriell4' 
idea became e th::tllre, end one loag mepificent complete story 
occupied fourteen comseoutift t.1111ee. · 

The m:li1dle 19208 etnr the Gaa deterio:rethJg, later to red 
a Uttle with Nprinta of the old 7UD8, bat nne.r to recapta:r.u , 
the llpirlt of the Gall u I fint kaelr it, in ita tilr1ll1ng 
oover deeiped to appeal to mv echoo),boy • 

.llr. Paolmen remiDd9 WI of e]l: thia, find because of th1a 
biB ·tnend.q attitude to life, a lettsr hoal hilll ia more thl!ID 
welOOIIIBo • · 

Kr. 1f. H. lfeete ia enother memberof o..- oirole who ia al 
willblg to oblige, end 1 em in:lebted to him for ltelping me to e 
111Eta:riell,y to~ colleotion. 

I beTe exohenged letters with Mr. Blln'J' Dowler and Jlr.Voap 
end one or two othere, lnlt th9 oor.rea{)ondODOe b.1111 been eollle9bet 
lim:lted. 

Othu letter writerr i,ra often- bri11t • They are t'U81 peopl • . . ~ . .... 

Jfr. Fred Bottomley coee not believe in ,nieting ~ ' over 
ncate].gic remini.aC8DCe. )lei ther does Jlr. Bill Jmrtin. 
On with the job, they say. 

Kl'. Bicherd llhorwell or RoUlerbithe 1- also brief. Th,~ 
Iiqndczere ..,,,~ OOD11iderab4. Where8a Jlr. Paoblm end Jlr. W!dt 
111U1t spead eneral houn par 1l99k ill i,uttiac pan to peper, -~ 
lldars. !-ottorlley, Martin end Co. do not. Be.erthel&lt8, ~ 
little no• me al-.,e •loame, .and we llke tM a.a -1 
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lanes and perspiring Bunten. All these, and~ others, 
Herbert tookElll'b)' h&e :roemindod u.s 82'6 me1110riee which cen be 
rerl.ved, and revive them he does in hie "Colledton• D18eet". 

So the knock of the poet:man can now mean, not nec88eerl];f 
the demand note for 7oo:r rates I or 1aur premium for your 
ineurazlee policy, or CiJY91l your football pool, bo.t a letter frca 
e member of e verr hapw bend, who, althoueh l'!lthlll' sentimental., 
iB a jolly' decent bloke. 

THREE RED lfACNEl'S for each of thu follqwing Msgnliltss 'fro. 903 
"Snorts- '\'/'eek at Gre,yfriers", 692, "Maulev..rer• a Peril",; 
347 "Chenged by ilverSity"1 Popular, No. 251 (192}) ''1.fauly, Swot' • 
E. B. Flinl\e:ra, "Roseview", Gosmore Road, Nr. Ritohin, lJerts. 

'\V.Al'l'l!EI) URGENTLY Pupulars (1924) 298 end 299. Will ex~ !01 

)fegnots or p,v . good price. L. · Pllclamm, 27 1rchd6le Road, 
East Dulwioh 1 London, S .E.22. 

FOR SAIE llc:..-ye' Friend Libraries Original. 31. s~es. Ne: ,;, 
94, 176, 189, 219, 220, 227, 232 (Tink er 11t Soh , ol), 243, 251, 
253, 263, 273, 274. 276 (St . Jills), 280, 283, 307, 213, 321, 326 
:,&>, 413 (4d.1t colarc ,cd). ill in complete coniltion. 
Nc's 42, 224, 247, 294, 295, }49, 444 (41.). These without 
covers, st vriea complete. 
Hen,Jersvllll ld Nugget Libs. 229, 229, 254, 260 (Tufty & Co. on 
e HoUBeboe.t - 'llithout covers). 
Pop'w.ere 322, 333, 388 and others. Hsgnets 503, 604, 6o5 and 
lll!lrV" others • 
'l'bree boUJld 'fOlumea Ranger 1-86 let series. 
Aleo s.o.:r., Gtime, Pilots, ate. 
Wb8t of:fere for erq-~ot the e'boYe? R...A.. Smith, 13 KewRoed, 
Sool e , Diu , B:orf c,lk. 

~· Sele - ·Emhange. Old Bcya• Boots, 11'11Z1tuq, Piotion. 
~ Dateotiw ·"e~ l~. HenJ7 J. H. Bartlett, Peaa Hlll, 
Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Daraet. 

,. ·"·: 
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)(epeta wbl ch IICO<llllpill:)7 tllc. 

latft3 up 1n the Bort.h, ~t the "'bnae-bsta" • l1T88 01L1' 
VflZ7 woril\f •cllia-. Botr in the wm-ld be t1nda time to ena 
write a abort note - do llOt imo.. But be doea. And e letter 
from h1a 1a 80lllething to be :reuured. .ldlld.Uedl7, it ofteri · 
tekea e lot. of deoipheringl Blat ac doeli IQ' doctor' a alpature 
Am I heve DO doubt that mlDe does, 1io<:!1 

Herbert's lceenne8a 18 unparalleled. He mows all the 
l!lllBW9r8. Hie memory ie eatounding. .Arid thank goodn- • he 111 
e st. J:lms end Greyfriers fan. Herbert's cmthuis11111 baa done e 
lot t v bri&htan the liv98 vf IIIIJW' in this sw,ten 8811, wh1111 oue 
can delve into the pest ea II fom Qf eecep1sm. Be knowB hmr 
much ryur ll vee mid · thou;;hts b,;,ve boa guided b;r tho enr]T res 
abo1lt the heroes cf the Shell end Romon. The in.tluence of 
theae stories is nally tuft& astounding. Abo'f8 ell, th81' 
diaorill!Dste between right end wror.ig, deoeD07 ancl osddiehnea, 
the p11Uemn and tile saol>. 

lJDeBine lite without lll8DW p1.owree of t!ae old q-5. at 
st. Ji.ma in the anl,T Deoembtlr dmk. The tuoir,..ebop being 
be81eged etter a beotio battle Oil the football field with the 
crmmaar Sobuol. Siiiitti., fllrii'iel.T ataeliJli,: Ollt a\ eleNll 
o'clock on a oold ad frc81r llign\, qd spotting the intruding 
ere~ <Jenld Ctatta, slipping Into ~e Greea men to pl.ece 
bis \et with ·Banks the boolc1e. : 

The wood et Fri11rd11le on II leef7 June d117, -dth tha nn. 
ahilllller1ag on the Riwr Snk. CourWielcl C~ e8 the. au~ 
sun Bi.Dir.a into the West. 

The F81DOU8 Pive panting along the dust.7 lenea, -dtlw\\t oq 
motor-care 1n a1ght, putting oil speed to prevent behlg late . for 
oell-over. 

The "1111189 street nt JIJlcom"be oil a bot sleepy dey, aid th 
oa'b from the station clopping slong 'bringlQg a - bo.r to St.J 

The old Cloiatan ln ~ aid ahlldaw, ea the :Bomlder 
keep8 -tch for tbe ~wsiff craoanDl!lll. Tee in S~ Io.l with 
the i1rel.18ht glemzig on • table groantng under ~ ,mgtlt ot 
Pod~· . 

The ~ o£ lttcw.d• <a the ~ootpeth 'b7 tile ... riwr. ~ 
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J>EA.TH OF A F1UERD 

. by 
Herbert Leckenbz 

. , l 

..... ~: .. 

Laet month I hsd to reool".l the .ieeth ~ one of our 701U1g9at 
member&J now 1 t is m;r sad dut,y to iinnoanoe the peed.rig of one 
of the veterana, that g0oq trienrt and contributor to OUl' pages, 
Robert Arthur Henson Goodyear. He died in the evaning of 
November 24th at bi.a hoile, '!iiiltergle8111, 1'fhe11to:rott, Scarborough, 
aged 71. 

Hie •,eeth omoo es a great shock to 1110, for only II dny or 
two b;:,fol:'El I had rweiv Gd e letter and en erticle from hinl, 
and dur.fng the VffT morning of the day he <1fa d I had tried to 
get hilll on the 'j)horui, quite 1Ul.8W!lnt 1 of course, of whet W!JS 

bappeni!lg. His end IDllBt h~ve been ver<7 eu,~:len, for P. newspaper 
report stated he was busy on e oook until lllidpight the night 
before. · 

There 'ft& a t~ of pR1ib,oa ebout hie !Rat letter t o me, to 
in it he said, ''llo <.-ne W1Jnts to pq 111e in m;r ol <i age for whet I 
write, yet I go on th1'cra8h pig-heeded ·perseverence. It wee 
different when I wee in m;r te-,. - then not 1i of m;r ~pts 
osme beck." And our friend :ln Cllllllde, 11111 Gander, · tells me 1n 
an air-mail that in tbe lest letter he received J.1:r. (kodyeer sal , 
"At 71 I 8111 quietly edjustillg .,self t o inevitsblo early dep11r
ture f'rolll this 11tom--threstened gl obe." one feels a little mia 
about the e,ye11 Rs one pictures him seete<i "t that well-'lr':'m 
typewr.i. ter of hia until almost the ve17 hour of his <ieeth. 

Par over 50 yeera llr. G<,odTear had been wr1 ting grand, 
thr:1.111.llg f clean st ories to delight the hearts of boys. mien h 
W&8 17 he 8Wlllitted O short fi.;otl>all serisl. to 831111.l.ton F.dw&rda, 
edi~or o:f the "BoTa' Friend". BemUtan Edwerds was so illpress 
witii it 'that he g" t in touch with the polioe st Bamale;r where 
11r.· G.1<>d¥es:r then lived t o get conf11"1118tion of his age. The 
story ,pee then published , end 1t 11111at ~ been one or the !int 
sto~:ee !3.evo\!ld.· .to f cotbell. lie later oontri.buted llllllV' 1Jt.crles 
to boJ'~ ., pa~, hilt he wee beat known ~or his · school :,BZ'IW! wh1 
~ in book torm and-which were erlremaly popular SIJ ·aohool 



_______ ,....... ____ 11 -------------, 

prisee • and mob 1D d-.nd 1A the "'1flnll• aecf:lou of pullllo 
Ullreriee. 

Be will be gredlJ._. ~ 1'1-,.u·., ned Iba c .».. qd. 
those o! us who ·~ ~ in. . a lo11g aeo ,-te:rl!q. will r-1 e twinge of ;resret et . the thought that the renka of tboae who 
thrilled WI than ~ 'ffr7 ~ ' . . \ • 1----------........ ----<>0o--- ~------------t 

. : . .. THE A1ltnW, CAIJCHr TI!B CIIRilffllAS llilLS 

bz Herbert Leoua1V . 
• •! ' J ~a, . we did it opinl It ne e ~eot fizd.ah. There wae 

DO't the m.irlllte to mi~t axoi ,ement of lest yeeri nllftrlheleet1 , there were some anxi.QQIJ -ta. 
Wey llack ear~ . in S.~ fb:ed Deoemller loth for tbe 

fillieh of the ~. Deo~ 20ih for the ocnpleUoll. of Ul8 j oli, 
.All wea ~ welf 1mtil alxl1n e to~ 'before ".l" D1117, then 
I 1)£,gan to hffl qUBlma. Por deye-)t 1ftl9 1!11 efforCto bold 8 -p8II 
I wea _heunted by' th e fear that I ebQuld ban t o Uke to ,q bed, 
e place I hnen't spent e da7 in aince I we,, a · eoboolboy' - and thn'• e long tiae affO• lw""9!', determ11$Cl . tbe't · "The Jmmel" 
JIJllt ··t:a'teh the ChrlllUIU Melle" I shook nv 1lldiepoeit1on; with 
the :reP.lt that, th8Zlka to aplen<li':i sappc.rl ·bJ · tbe doplicating 
agonO)"',' everythillg worJted Ollt exeotq to plm. -. ·:. · 

.Oil the waning of Deceaibu 20\h I e~ -:off t.bere,end f<:l!md a 
bilge ateok ell complete . I picked up e O"'(l7, imiP-,. heart gave 
A bciund. G\.DM didn't it look 8U(ld, that ,reeult of meiv months' 
hilrd work. :.. hurried gl.enoe through the p86GB. Yea, ell looked 
perfect. 'l'hen with e contented mlnd I s ettled do-.n t o pl'8p8.ring 
th- for lll&iling. !he envelopGS 11'8J1ce f!}l eddreeaed and eUllp&d 
reeq, end et lWl8 9•ciook Ill:. W\IOd an4 ;19eelt ~ doom to 
the DIIUb7 C.P -.O. BefON I aet . ctt ~ for hellle ')Of, wen oa 
Ui911' ~ to tbair destinations, !!ad the net-' the toll.oldDg 
dq. Y•. • pel'feot f'imah, .ct too NJ,':\7, not too let. for 
c~~-

~ .onr • oow-•t·~, IJoNnlr, I fomd 111Bt, c!NtJlt• 
ell tbe oare that bed been tabll owr the "Collector.• .aio•e 'Ibo" 
tbNe ~ h8cl be• OIIIS.Ued.-.aurl.oue:17 enOQSh ell LoadOD Mmbare 



I had met ou IQ' -~· Tiell, it wu a ~dOG8 job compiling 
tbat list, mi .eome of you did n.,t make 1t 11.l\J' the el!l8ittr t 
not returning 7f1flr 11ueaUomui:lres. ~, • apologlea, end -·u make good_lr «tn11g tblidr detail• ill this illaue together 
with aDT othva · 1ba\ 11111)' oe.e to light lletore 11e go to press • 

.Anari ti'OII "these oad .. iom I think • can olebl el110at a 
oleen ahltfl, !or I bell"" the VJ>iilg errors COQ].d be oounted on 
the fiDgeN of -one band, and thqtre lllllllll onee et that. llot 
'bed .gonaidmng 'lbere'e probeb~ <mrr 50,000 1'0rdll. 

'!'here wem•t the tc :reoein ar,,y ~enta br poet before 
holidey, but I hed aeverel 1'7 'pho8- - Bristol, Rhldnsh-, 
Md.ef'o:rd, Shsllield., London, Harrczete, m.'1 what th8J' eald - n , 
e blWlh IIIOUDted 11Jr ohfflm. Am when 1111 colleague o- through 
f'rom Cerclitt end I heard offr ,00 illUee of wire "~, wey th 
I kn91r it - -· to "'be for .. 1118 a Tery happJ' ChriataM. 

Then, QD ~ to ..,. oftloe efter the 1»reall: I toand. a 
pile of le"qe anithg •{,,, e :reoord tcr one day. 11:>re foll 
on auooeeding d!'JII. "What a 107,. thq · 'ftll'8 to read - eaiple com
peD.BaUon !or the wc.rk put into \he A,rmu.el oYer ~ IIO?lth8, for 
they -r• ell ia b18hl7 coq>Uaent&r,- tones. One thing I waa 
penicnal.ai-ly pleNed to note, ~ ot J'Oll haa dune aa I wished, 
given detaile of the anioles llbioh appealed to you lKl8t. Those 
whc oontri~ arllolee heft a rlght to 1cDow how t~ were 
apprecieted, There ie nc; time tr. do en;,th1Dg this IIIOIDt.h, bo.t 
in om- FebJ:'WIJT mmber I propoae to p11bllsh enreota f:l'OII lett 
n will "be 11 reel ,Ob, for if I publieb8d th• all the:, 110al.d 
fill tlie wtiole taae • 

. hd - plaue, ideea for Amma_l Ho. 5. 

l'OR SH& ·-1 VDlm of Union Jecb, 50 luiasa, d4Md Se)>\.1880 
to , -~t 1_881. Gr1'era 1mrlt9!1. Alac, Union. Jacka 1921-19,1 
to11, eel•. ' ·:w. COlocal,e, 256 South .l.-, Southend-on-Sea, Basa 

~ - -~ Jm:111 and 'l'riumpha , 11la()_:=_.,eteila of t1le ~ea 
..i eutho~ bl lhMe papen. Letters 111l811'8Nd. J'oJm "· Gocher 
J,mr., Vic~ru .Cottage, Coll8titution Hill, Sudbar.r, Sllttolk.· 
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These ere the <lllllalliona trom \he Collectors• Who's Who. 

21 Greaaaare Av-. Marton Park, London, s.w.19 
Grc;,upe 5 (a) {b) (d) 

B (.,dem Bo7) 
19a, LOndon Bead, JIDrden, Surr9T. 

GlVUp 5 (a) 

JOBNSOlf, TBOIUaS. Raby Cgttege. llaby Park, Beeton, ftl':r81, Cheehi • 
Group 5 ( e). 

The f oll owiJig "1nlnte" llhcw.d han been inoluded With 
EDlil.ufil'3, \'/ .E . J Mill Gr een - Pe.r1c (.luinn:e), ~testone, Ea8El%. 

Sohuolb<iya1 Own IJ.breriea 5, 199, 201. 203, 205, 207, 209 
end 211. Espeoioll,y 207. 

wABTED UHGElfl'I:t. Megneta end Goms up to 1937. Planes state 
price. W. Ii . ;-1es·~e, 71...nl cok, High Str.let, Bu:mhJ.1111, Buoke. 

~ Nugget Libreriea (Pet~.J'lint aeries}; Bela .on Lees, 
ld. serl.ee, 100 end earliQX1 »nt:·!re Libnriea1 Aldine Diok 
'rln'r :tn.e and Bl8Clk Bess; Boye' Cc-mic Libre27 and »078' Friend 
}d. Librer,y ebout the same period. A few bvoka for disp ose!. 
'.I. H. Clvueh, 3 Fonthill Grove, Sole, llfancheeter . 

f'.Q.(! SALE:- 107 M,aenets, mainl,y betften 1931-}4. 
Ncla un J ,.,1::;;, ~-L ., _:; _ .lo lMtN .S.15, 2no.N .S. 
Ll.ats sent <in i,p:,licatio.u. Rvbart Blythe, 81 Alsen Ro!ld, 
Holl01f"1' ·, London, lll. 7. 

M Special Interest to JlellSCll Lee ooUeoto:re. 
A persaaal. letter fran lldwz Seerlea Broob wUl 
appear in OU' Pe-iz iasue; 



"THE P .G. "WODEHOUSE SCHOOL S'l'Ottn:5 

13,y Leooe:rd x. men 

Long before Pelham Grenville 'Jodehouae introdw:ed bis 
famous characters, Ukridge , Bertie Wooster, Jeeves, Archie Koff 
.llr. *-lliner end the crowd st Blandi?lgs Castle, to milliona of 
readers, he wrot e a number of excellent public school stories • 
.1.1 though he 1DOre or less served bis author's apprenticeship with 
these y-N'?UI they are by llO means the least enterla:bd.iig of hie 
work. Ao ar t from tba ini.mi table 1Yodeho1l8e brand of humour thll'Y 
also inclu ded descrip t ions of spGrting events, including f ootbel , 
cricket en d boxing , at eeoh of "llbich th e author wee no mean 
o.xponent hilllaelf. Most of thoae st ories were in t ro:l.uoed to his 
)uv,mile public through th e pages of thet popu1ar monthly mags 
"The Captain" en<l long ef't er P .G. hed t1ban don ei this cless - of 
ticti on, subsoribare wore clemoqring for _mor e . 

Th e f i nt two s erial yf'rnB t o irpi;,eer wer e "Tbo Potlnmt ers" 
end "A Pr efect's Uncl e". Tho •utter ,.es a div Grting story of 
tho trials oL Get~ , r prefect of Beckf c,r d Coll ege, who is 
inflicted with the oust ody of his uncle, a jmrl. c r ot th e same 
ach c.ol. Tha next st o.ry from._~s illustri ous [>ell wee entitled 
"The G~1ld llet" which re.ferredJe deourction P ar l ed t o th e oapte 
of' th e leadi?lg el)Orting hous e et '?rylcyn Coll ege , th E.1 lose of 
which ·un der erilltwflrd circumst enc"8 f ormed th e basis or the pl ot. 
Bugger enthusi asts ware well cetore d f or by the inclusion of' 
aevoral ex oi ting match es, exp ei1ly d escribe d . Thie appeared in 
t h & 1903 v 0lumo snd. was r oll owed by "The Heed of Ka,ys" , and, in 
1905, by- "The White Fc8thor''. The a0;tion o f th o latter to ok 
pleoe egein et ll'x:yll;yn end intro~ced 11?1 unusual typ o of bGrO, 
one Sh een. The st ory opens ,ri t;h e fr11cea in tho town adj oining 
the College end illustrates the oowsrdice of She c..'!l, -who, instead 
of assisting bis !rienda he.rd P'8 .• sed by: 'jibe loeBl rowdies, 
deserts them end ahon "the whU e feather''. Eis S11baeque!lt 
shame end peinsteld.ng enlien01~r1 ( to redeem hilllself meke ebaorb 
reading. Alth ough the .;Vodeh ouae humour 1a not 88 oonsp1ouous 
a• in o ther 7erna, tbi a was one of the finest school st ::riea 
fi-om P.O . 



.--~~~~~~~~~~~~15,--~~~~~~~~~~---. 

. "Jeck11on, Junior" followtng hard on the heels of ''The 'Nhite 
Feather". waa enother . tale of~. this time introducing Mike 
Jeckson, who made cr.J.oket history f or the college. The sequel, 
"The Lost Lambs", cronsidued by the Mlthor to be his best echcol 
)'8X'Jl, flt' eepecie"7 notewoney, for it introduced for the firet 
tillle hie famous cb.eract~, Pamith. Probebl,7 thia wruJ the be
ginni.llg of the end of the Wodehouse aohool etoriea, for so popul Ir 
became Pamith, other at oriee bed to be written with this most 
self-possessed character ea the aen'trsl fiauret these, in the 
course of time, toQk the action into an adult world. The first 
of these wse "The H- Fold" which aPPeered in Volume 20, the ato ,y 
opened with both Psmith end Jecka ·on et College, but they were 
quickly projected into the business wcrlr!. The story wee le.tar 
republished 88 en adult work retitled "PBlllith in the City'' and 
,rea a beat 8t. • Jr for years. Foll " wing the euthor 18 visit · to 
the U .S .A. in .1909 another PSllli th story- sppe1.1:re,.:l. in '"l'he C aptsin' 
and eyer:, adTantege wee taken of AmericM G%periences. The acti, n 
t cc.k place in .Hmr Yvrk end CQDCdned the II.lunching of 11 1111g11nne 
"Coay Jt,ments". The story -a republish ed un<ier the same title 
sa a bomld book - ''Psmith, J ~~at" . 

Wodehouee only c, ,ntributed one other s erial to the lllllg8Sine 
etter the Pamith series, tbia waa "The Eishtoen Core ;~ IC.id" which 
appeored in v olume 28 f or 1912. Tho pl ot dealt with n new set 
of ch8rllcters • inclu~ Qeden Pt -ri.l , e rathQl' npellent .Americen 
youth, end the scene wea set ct DD English public sch ool. Late 
it wee republished by J(ethwm ea im edult novel tmdll!X' the title 
of ''The Little ~t". 

Apart from the letter. ell the etoriea mentioned were Te-
published by Bleo}t.'11, a~al in their popular Bc,ys• Librezy, 
eloneaide such euth ore ea R.S. Warrlaln llell end R.A.H. G.>Odyeer; 
elso included was e vclume of abort ato:ries under the title 
"Talee of St. Auat1n'a". This :•s a collection of stories Tmicl 
bed appeared 1n "The Captllin" :tr9m time to time, t cgother with 
some from "The Public School llegasiae" aJld en original, "A Shock:.111 
Affair'. The t'Wtl stories, "Jeokson Junioz" 8lld "The Lost Lambe 
were ~btned as one 11hol,• ,-am under the U tlo "Jilk•" • 

Other Wodehouse short stories appeaed in the megnine be-:
tnen the sedela "The Gol cl Bat" and "The 'ibUe Pit8the:r"i these 
dBfllt with Wryl!Jn C1.,1lege, eJld 1n his preface to the lafler, 
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P.G. states, "I wanted Mee8l'8. Blect to p11bllsh theee, 'bllt theyo 
were ll&ht on iheir feet l!lld kept ney - e painful eahibiticm 
ot the 1fhite leather' ' . 

1-~~~~~~~~~~~--o0o---: 

JillPOttl' OI THE JIEErIJG OF TB om BOYS I l!O()I[ CLUB 
HELD AT 12 ASHBtlR1'IW( PL..iCE, GREEll!fICH, S.E. 10, 
Olf SllKDl!, 5th mi:EIQ,!~, .1948. 

'!re opaned the meetiag st 7 .,o r;>,m., after 1111iting e con
a.idereble till& for members to arrive, '11nf'ortunatel7, we had. to 
remain 1!1.11 we were, e li.ttle band of ten. I 1'0Qld like to state 
before !,i.ving this :report, that ettend11no• ban beun getting 
rethar poor lately, end, (I'm spe11ld.Dg on behP.lf of the oommitte< 
8l1d the host11) we would be very glad if membere would ooopente 
more, and it the, fina themselves unllble · to attend, to cODmU11011 e 
with the llecretn:r.r to that effect. Our ve-ry gem.el hoata, 
lilr, and lb:e. 'Jrigbt, hed prepored · e wonrlerfUl apresd w1 th h~ 
IJIQ"C>ne to 88t it, end there was a Dice ettq ot Chriatni&a 
1'l11l " 'l •~~-:-ri, ,.......,., !lpr !'i n11:, by Hr : llobat"t. "'l',H:9::-• ar.~it~ig ;,wn.0r.
sa eve17one present elread;y possessed one, Ha hDd to br:f.Jlg the 
ell back again, A fair emount of btudness wee done, and if mor, 
members ha:l turne d up, they wouB ·bav .. enJcye ,i e ~.:>n•l evenlng. 
And now for t:he ~ort • .- · - . .. 

·.le ui,i.wJ., tile mimltas of th~ l!cvembar meeting were reed by 
the Secret817, end sfsned b:, Mr. Chab,nan, ns being correct. 

SeveX-151 lett .ers were reed oat, =1 disco.seed, !'lll!Ongst which 
""'A 'In: .of:f ."f"!" 'tty ...,... ·,CoJ,:ei ,lb" ~ th11+ r:-f 11i>1"',,: ~~" r. ' !'-e t o:,:-~ f'.it~ 
m..,,;,,w.ug. Tl: '!"~ ·~fll):ided ·.;La·, lh .. ;,,, ~J.~~ 8rJ' s h:;u l' ~ t. 1 =ti. 
giv11 hi.la u .. J:~a.i.Ji·dnro:rmeti:i.on ,;l'plU''tsini.ng ·to t:n .. .;l.ub, mi 88k 
h1m to ,h- s -ber. Ye all 'liked the 'idee or a mee,ting in 
Sollth9bd, · 

a ~>. T~it pany wee dieaussed • emf it 11'88 deciaed t<> postpone 1 t 
to• the ' 8th JSlllW7, st Yr. Feyne• .a oormml~e. A ciroulsr 
letter is to be ·1a~ed to · all -bera, 8Zld replies will be 
neoeaaM7:. -~ Jlr • . ,IIJD'l wenta ~- Alao - llgreed thet 11& 

woald 11.k'a. isii ru1er 11e poapble, equllty of the eaee, ea it 18 
sore tun "for gPBS t etc• .. · 



wcul d like to Jmow, one wry or the . •. 
other, whether he wished to ~ o 
-ber or not, as the Secrete17 h8d 
elread,y sent ""1'al let\9r11 C1NI' the 
peat three months end reoeiffd DO 
rep)T. 

'l'he Treenrer then 8'll'nl b1a 
report, mid we fmm d OIU'llel.ne to 
be • 11 tUe in band w1 th the i.:i., 
dwr all :iedDotlcms bad been made, 
~uding ~. .-r. 'lbiter 
tbeD re erl Ollt a letter C'CII the t1.m 
deeling nth the bedge. who had eta 
tMt thq 11118ht be eble to oa. to 
terms. He inf'omed lllaban hiow he 
bed replied , and stated that he hid 
aot reoehed ea munier to h1a leHer 
Up~ the time of the 11eet1ng • . Sa 
.re oolleot«l. Jlemben ure ;request 
to bring or aead their oerdl, ae a 
flne lllpt be inriltned tor thole 
not doil!e eo .. 

Jo~ fur the reeearch _.. 
lumded in, and tbeae included 1 · 

page on the ll!Jgnri, from llr. Leslie 
Bzentoll, Of lllall, II postal lllellber, ,. 
wortr:,. !Mlle\ llr. Charlie ~ :la I 
to be coni;rowlried on Ilia 3ottup 
of the Gell, llb1.ah ooapriaed 8ll aenia 

book halt Ml. Writtea in,,... I 
!lad. Be lntomad u he be4 ~ 
1.o read ---fiflo That, 119 all 
egned, ea a IIU'ftllol&a acbl__., 
Mr, B11"the avegeat.d that e .-bar ot 
.ch ci1"ole be ~t.ble tor the I 
,1ott111ea and; theee ..... ...,. deolded,f · 
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The~ - Jfr. John c .. 1. 
'~ ~ .. !be Gal . ~ Jlr. c. '¥rigtlt • 

• ·.~ .. Jal~ Lee - Jlr. Robert Blythe. 
Tt 1'88 deci~to - bne . a trial with Serlon :Blake, and this is in 
Mr. Ben Whllw'tl ,~e b.mds, so e01110 on, :Blake fana, Bend Sa 
your jotttngat ·~s=-tfu!: tbEIIII to me, and I'll let Ben have them. . 

Raitt - ~· lest ma3or book pr.iolng, that of the Gem. It 
1198 decided to split up, as for the JIBpot, flOCOrling to COfll' 
colours. Thare are slight differences in the pl"!cea of the 1e•n 
G&IIIS, snd hare is the tables -

Green. Start to 1916 (mi -idle of the year)) 2; 6 to l/6 
aocordUll r to OOlldition and covers. ) 

Blue end Whi\e 1916 to 1917 
n " ~ 1918 t o 1922 

ColCNl'ed 192, t o 19,0 
19n to 19,1 
19,a tu~~ 

1/9 t n 1/6 
i/6 to i/-
1/~ to 9d~ 
9d. •to -6d. 

6di 
OJd eerq ?llllllbml !ll'900Wlted i:iJ t;aeoielieed immbuni, ~~.as for 
the other b ,·okB, _.2!!1J: ,.,:ld numbers wnted .to make up fl ·J!eff~a. ~ 

The ~ 1118eting is proviai~ly Sundq 2nd JfJ1Jfikrr st -...! 
ll(r. Pec)mlan's hOWJe, 27 .ll'cMele llc sd, East Dulwioh, ·.s."E.22, hilt . 
cf ccuree ~ depends on tha da~e of the party. .Yembei'a ~ bt ,. 
notified. . · · · ·~· · .:, . · 

.l Qui,z f oll vweJ., flJDd this -s '.IIOJ1 by .Mr. L. P11oklllsn; iJ~ ' · 
wu Mr. Wright. and 3oint third Mrs. E. '\Yhiter, 8lld Mr.B. "Wl4tei". 

Two votee- of thmks -re off~, one t c our 1c1Dd ho.at, -~ 
bis wif'e, mid on, to Mr. Robert Whiter, who iJnrr oviaed the ~ 
wbilu the meetilll · was· ectually in °p?'.Ogremt. 

The me(,\ln1r oloeed at 9.,0 p.111., :: . 
Att9111htnoa Wf'I as fellows:- Jfr~ l!lld Jb:'s. Pac.kmen, Mr.,· end . · . . 

){rs. ~t, llr. imd Jin. R. lihiter~ . Jfies Butcher, Messrs.. .. • 
R. B~," .J. Geel, ,mod B. 'lhitar • . '. · _· . . 

. . mm WIIE'ZR. 

:.r ,r :~ • . . : .... • ...... -. .... _ .... 

( Hon. Searetn,-). . · 
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Frank Richards - Honor5r Preeident 
Dear Jira. Bob, 

l&lm,r- th.enlte for yatrr letter . I would have 
en.tnntred earlier, but that fet ohep l!Unter hell been orowding 
IIYIU';Tthiilg else oft the tn,ewriter. I am Ter, pleS111ed end 
interested to beer thet the Boole Club ia progressing so fevour
ebl.Y: end if the 11e111bore desire Frank Riobard11 to be Hononr.r 
.Pre11id~nt, wh7, Prank, like Berkie, is wil.llng1 I rprd it ea 
I v017 greet hollOUr, sad. 1! ell the members ero satisfied with 
the seleotion, ao be itt 

Pleeee tell Bob thot I wee v~r, pl~aeed end 
amuBed with his card the · other df'Y. At the first glance I 
thought it really waa :Bunter: then I disoovere.:i that the specs 
hed been added by an r.rtiatio h~1 I hove j1111t-beni,l fl,'0$ .'. 
Jlccdoiu,ld thr.t ho will be .doing ths sketoh Bob 118Jrted, tho'\18h 
11; will heve to wit l' little - lNt better lete tb8ll never. 

'!fi th kindest regards, 
Yau:rs a1ncere}7, 

J'IWOC RICHARDS. 

R&11.ders • ViCJtlll on the Banter Boobl 

will appear in !!! Pebnaq iane. 

FOR SALE: Breekillc oomplete )(epit · oollecti.OIIJ 
600 loose copies tar 1ale in oOllplete 7em (1917-22, 
1929, 19J0-40J 85 Ddloa J'aolmJ 55 SolloolboJ81 Owns 
(Rookl..:iod, Gre,frien)I 52 Boye• hiandaf 
11, "Grqtri.111'9 Benlcla" (includu, id· eari.M)f 
25 Bo7a' Pricm.:1 Libil:ariee1 19'8 Hol14e!J 1-81 • 
.John Shsw', 4 Brunnlok Put, London, S.B.5. 
'?elephoau, Rodnq ,4862. 



Condacted ! Robert ~ 
81 Als:en Road otio~, ~. N.7. 

The book "1loys will be Boys", publisheri a short time fl!'O, 
has probably pr oved s popular topic of conve];'Slltion 8IIICIZlg enthua ,
sstio collectors, but although I !~ 1 it both int c1resting end 
extremely entm aim.Ilg, it eppeers to mo th a t the author luis not 
portre;red the Belson Lee Stories in e fevoureble or even ~ fair 
light. Indeed, to mo it s eems the whole book is written in en 
ironic fllin, .l.· biss811d re ader of th e N.L. who finrls 1111111 
faults but confesses to hl'V1Dg resi onl:, E few (or even none st 
ell) wou1d be excused for seying, "I told you so" end thoreton 
I think it edrlseble in the interests of just orit1c1sm, to 
a:!llllin.e brioflJ' whst ill'~ Turne~ .;~es to St!f1 mi the 1JUbjeot of the 
N.L.L. .Apart fran certain references to Nelson Lee es a detec
tive, the author's OOlllllleilts on the school ere confin ed to the 
descri.ption of only three of 'the stories, and ?Vlfll in one of then 
he hes inoorreeUy presente d the ·facts. In a statement which hE 
doubtless beli.,ves to be e OQmprehensive criticism he summari.les 
the eotivities of St. lrf,rb thua (p.211 ) - ''Whan their school 
'lfl!S not in t he throes of revolution" ( s rof erence t o tho "schooll tJT 
oOllllllllldst series) "or bl.ing IIIBO~!Jd un•ior eoerohli8hts, thli 
boy's of St. 'Prenlr:s had friendly conti>ots With Iren e & Co of a 
neighb ounng IIOhool," Th& reader unfNIIUier with the I .L. in 
its entiret)' 11111 naturelly infer froa this th.et St. F'ranks WIJS 

in a continued aiate ot tarmentiag oolllllllUiistio revolt 1ntel'9PersE 11 
occsaionnlq with gun battl es wUh gepters And orgiee of 
f~torrd.saticn 'llith the looel m»ademio belles. EIQWSe met 
11r. Turna:r, bu.t what rott It aeeu tc me thflt inehM ·,of re
newing the Li'br!l2'1 as a whole ha hlli ohoal1%1 to pick ant · one or 
two eeriee in order ' t o tund.sh aui te ble materi,.1 with which to 
-e h:le rea dere . 'lbJ, f or~. shoul d he devote two em 
l!l half pages ou.t of thu five ellctted t c the N.L. "t :i the -ieaorip 
tion of fl eeriee which ie net in fllO" WfJY' outstanding, en<l ignore 
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mnn.y of the reel..ly fine stories which ere to be found. Can it 
be thet it Wl!S chosen in an 11ttempt to be topicl'll? AJl;l lRIII tba1 
wey it wes considerert j,mportent enough to be mentioned on the 
c!ust-jeokot? U so. I think it berl criticl811 to aecrlfice the 
belsnoed judgment of s ori tloal review 1n ol'i&l' to pender to the 
present-day feeling of enti-oOIIIIIUnl-. kparl fl'OIII the stories 
Jll8Ilt:L')ned he tries to llieke us believe thDt the "answers to 
oo=eapondente" quoted -re genuine, when. of couree aa we l:nolr, 
they were entirely fictitious, 9U1>poaedq written by Hendforth. 

I don't thil'lk it i11 neoessery for me to enlarge upon the 
subject, nor is it needful to ur4:l'e oolbctors to rePd the N,L, 
for th01118el~s, but I feel, oe Mr, Turner• s review is so in,,"e
quate. that I am justifiet\ in thus rlofon-ling an unfnir:ly 111Ali8nail 
IJ.brs:r,y of first-olsss boys' stories, 

There is just speoe enough to answer the quories of tire 
co=espondents. First, Mr, SIDith of Norfolk. "The Monster" wee 
issu..cl monthly, enJ ran to 19 issues , All the stories were re
prints of early St. Frmlca yvme, The cover artist was Valds. 
The first St. Fr11nlts stories in the "Gem", t1ftar the flllf'l8azm!tion 
Wtll"e reprints, but leter l'lere entirely originel. B,S.B. did 'llrih 
ell the St, Fronk& stl'rtes, both in the ?1.L. end the "Gom". 

Mr. J. Cook of Lon~on eeks, "ilbel"9 ill St. 1zonnks?" It- ie in 
Suseax and three miles from the co11et. Further infonDBtion I am 
uneblu to offer es DO more specific looetion hDe uver b .;en given 
to m:, lmowled6'e. And h .. re, to r·ou:nc things off, rre the next 
twenty ti tlea. 
71, The Cesa of the Rainooat. 72, The Secret of the Ml:rtello 
To~r. n. Blue D1eJDon1s. 74. The Cans of Silence. 75. The 
Night beforo the Trial, 76, The Affeir of the Nabob's Jewels. 
77, The House of He•ud• 78, Jt. Chrietus of Peril (The first 
Xmas No.). 79, Tt.e 11,yatery of the Closed Door. 80, Tile Mi-1-
Atlentic M,eter.,. 81, The Plantation 11,yatGrT• 82, Harlo the 
Jb'pnotist. 83, The Brok&ll Vase. 84, '.l'rftolted to the Trvnchee. 
65, The Cizcle of Terror (The let of these J81'118). 86, The Greet 
Air lb'Ster:,. 87, Klll101111 et Stake. ~. The Yellow Jlaak. 
89, .A. Stubborn ceae. 90, J5onn, the Miser. 

{Note, Ttu-ough 11118'V"Oidt>ble oll'OUlll8ten.oea, the lfeleon Lee 
Cul\111111 was Jut too lat.ct tor publioetion loat month. H.L.) 
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J1)II[ SILVDl !HD BiSSIE BUll'ffll CO)[Ill; Bl.CK! ,----
Roee Lawn, lringegate-on-Sea, 

Kent. 
Deoembe:r 21st, 1948 . .... 

Dear Her~ L&ckeaby', · . 
-I ·'thhik I Ulte the CJ>. better end better ffff7 tille. low 

I em loo1cillg tor111rd to the Annual. . 
. Speaking ot 1mlu8le, "Tom llerr:,'• 8-er .AJaa.l" ill booked to appeer in 1949,' published by' Yllli• CuplOII. Lttl., 

26, ManchetGr Square, Lo'Mon, Y.l. I have just fudehed wri.t 
e ''Rookwood• eto17 for 1 t. 

PflB8. ,'3 of the C Jl. records a reell.7 remmksble ooillcid 
one could el.moat i.magiJle thirt llr. Paclmwl had hl'd o telapathio 
tip! TClm lmz7 oen~ ·w1.11 be on the ll8p Ag['in in 1949 - · 
we hope ~~rly in the 7e81'. 

i don'~ kno1nrbother it msr intureat you to lmaw tlu!t it 111 
proposed to publiah IIOIIE of 'II1;f YQl'llea eerly 11ort ;rear . l)U I rn • 
tell you ·tho t dt¢1.:ng the 'lier I 'lll'Ote n vol11111e of ven .o 01.1lled 
"The Bn.:'OI'Oft Ddlqcla"? Like Schubert • 8 oel ub:i.-nted -symphony it 
'l'Olll&Uled .i.nt1.niuhed .- the War oae to 811 end, so ttw voltme o! 
..-erae did ..not. · However, aGTerel o! the . "belleda" were dompleted e)lfi .~ .'of· <;p.oee ;rill- probeblf see the Ugbt ·. ~ · ,', 
I 11ow·"Hild8 Richards" iB aboat to get bllsy with Beasie Banter 

I : don't suppose that th8' obel'llling young llldy will llll'lke her epp~ befoN ·next October, but Hilde ia Yf1Z7 bapp7 to be tins epc,¢ Cli!t HoUe Sol',,>0l egaln. It's a jollf old mrld, 
isn't U? 



.~~--~~--~~~~--~-2-'~~~~~--~~----~---
Bast ot wishes for Cbriatmee, m., deer boy, 11¢ mq the C.i>. 

in the •- Y el!l1' contime to be e Constant DelJ&bt and e 
Continuous Deleot&tion. 

Deer Editor, 

With 1cind 1"Ggerd9, 
?oars etncereq, 

PIWIK RICH.ARDS• 

++++ 

SUPl'ORI' POil Ail'Rm H<liSlilr 

7o6, Lonlahip Lane, 
Wood Green, London, N.22. 

December 8th, 

I would lllte to endorse our old friend Alfred Horsey• a lett 
regerdiI!g the birth ot the meeting i<\ee , I can remember ""t1Y be 
eer]J- in the Wff, lltZ'ed meldng plamJ tor such meetinga Md the 
dinnar wUh om wart~ Prank Rich8rds as cbief guest, To him 
I owe my first introduotiona into av oirole and shell el'Ml)'II 
be Vfa7 grateful to Mm for 881118, 

Deer Editor, 

Yours sincerely', 

+ + + + 
SELlil:T TOOR SIXES 

ROBm1' H • 1fHITER 

27 Archdale Roed, E, Dul.wioh, 
London, s .E .22. 23 .u .4e. 

~ e quiet evenblg last •eek, whilst thinking ab0'4t th 
variOWI Old Bo7B1 boob ond the~ stories I had Ned, I uie 
to think ot the au which to m.r lllnd wen the 110Bt Olt'tetsnding. 

This wee, ot ocue,e veq di,ffiCQ).t task, bin aa due refl 
tiOll it worked OIR 811 follQ'NI 
l. !'ethv Cbristiaee 111lat Get \'hrougb (School in the Becnoode), 
2. !he Boue811D8t.r•s BoeecOlllhlg {St. Jillll), ,, School& Sport 
(B~ Frif;!Dd .3d. Libre17.) 4, Billy 'Bamer' a Reformation ( G~ri 
5, Fi8gine J'1g Plldding (st. Jima), 6, .A. Chriatuiae of Peril 
(B, Lee Xmas~). Now,I em quite sure that ffery read81' a 
certeiA etoriee indelibq printed in hie 11181DOJ7, t!lld it -14 b 

interesthw to heq_what .,. fello:!f-colleoto!ii · aolectiOJIII 
d )e. How ib011t aanng thllill end thllJI. pubUs tlie reSUl. t 

the c~__!_? f c,lU'11 Yer:, Billcerel7 , LliXJIIAiD PJIC • 



.i.11 Corroepondonce~ 
_____ _ai,H.,. "".ti""'._nc_m, 10, ~ "!en, Rbh 'Mn.~ 1 C'!l"lift, 

THE RglJ8I> TABLE 

~ 11Bpp7 Bew Yell2' to ell fell.re Bleke loverst llDy- the coming 
7 eer bring 71111 all happiness 8lld. good heP.lth, a?ld mer the paper 
retion be increeaed to such en extent 011 t c ellmr of the resump
tion of ll Blrum weelcl7 eD'i 1!11 increr,ee in the 1110D.tbly issues of 
the S~on llleJw Library. 1948 wes not wtwt I ~t cell 1111 
8\'Ut!'ul 7eer in thu lite vf our ft1vourite detuctivu and I again 
bffe to d~lore the lack of humen interest in the stories ea · co 
pared to th .:,ee of II decede 880• Leet January' I finished '1111 
Round Tsblu abet with the words "here•• bophlg that 1948 will be 
8 reel :Blake -~"· Well, it -.ea o ertetnly not so, et leeet ae 
fff sa the Ltbreriea were ocnoemed , dthough I muat give credit 
f~ a DWll.'ber of veq well written detective etoriee. mum I • 
"detact.i n atoriea" I wish t o convey that the aaid J'1l1'DIS could 
h8'A teetund ,.,,- oolmlOll ar garden slwth ~teed of Jllake. In 
the old d.l!IJI s Blolee 1tOZ7 stood oat ebow, or should I s~ 111p 
f1'olR all othere of the · BeJN v,e inelllll.10h 119 the, brought The 
l"rOIII Baker St.Net ri4Plt into your axietenoe. The 79rns woul'1 
b9ft be911 nothillg wi"tbollt Blab.for he and '1'inlter were the ner 
attrectiona 8lld the.tr enr,dq lives were handled with feeltng 
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diecriminoUcin -.benee the l :iteet eft'orte ere wrl tten purely as 
thrillers with little or no thought to the peraODDlit.iea feeturoo 
in them. But there I go fldain, I 1111 11.lweye grumbling at the 
thing and the Ama}88msted Preas take' net the sU.ghteat notice of 
1111, Ol' fol' that feet e'.IIJ'bod;f's, aritioisms, tn feot a letter tra11 
the Editol' t.; OZl8 o! OIU" band lest ye8l' we, t ,, sq the leset, 
impertinent. However, we -t not 8J'lllllile too much, U.me enough 
! olr moana 8J¥l grc,ana when cur belo•ed Blm dia,rppebl'e from the 
111,,oltstalla altogether, thc1J8h HeB't'an forbid thtit th.et aho\ll.d come 
about. '!le can elWBJ'S tV!l to the peat, thsnt gcodneest 

Looking back tbroueh 1948 we !ind one or t1IO ch!tllg8t!I in th& 
s.B.L, wortl\J o! mention, In Februnzy the cC't'el' design 'nB 
eltered eU.ghtly and I, personell7, <lu not thillk the ohlmge wee n 
good one for one especioJ. reason. Tha.t wpe that f or the first 
tilae fer 111111\7' yeere the author's ll8me woe ad.seiDg. One· hAd to 
tum to the fint page of the itoq to see who had written it, 
al thc.USb· this f11117, to th& 100dem readers au,bow, seem II l1 ttle 
thing to grumble nt, it was, l!Dd still ie, th e paseiDg of an old 
t.rsditi on tc us older readers, Soflleho,r the title of the stoq 
encesed within e red circle l!Dd epperenti, bereft of outhonbip 
was a most unf ortllDete challge,8Ad e most unneoeseer, O!U:I to 1111 
of tb1nk1ng , AJliotber thing, U did noi gh"e tho &lllDe aoope t o e 
artist de~ the cover. He now hes onq three q'UZ'tenl of 
the cover space. Heedless t o ee:,, honwr, tile eetimeblv 
)fr. El1;~ .Parker still IIIIISM!gea t o do his etllf'f in greet style. 
WM!i· Sli .we do without hill, He se811l8 t o be the last relDIJ 
Unit . "'1th the old dsyil~ I wonder lt be B't'Elr stu dies his design 
of the fBIDOWI Sanon Blake Bl2st? 

:.,c 
Then in June enc-ther cb8Dge 0B111e, 11g9in 11 't'B"ey sli&ht one m 

eguin dillpenaing with enother old Unit with the p~et. It WllS th 
ellminotion uf the Chapter nm.bars, N~ we heve only the titles 
to eoch ohepter instee <! of tile generelly accepted Chapter One, 
Chapter TwrJ etc, etc. Jk,r ~ on 'e arth bed this oh!mge to come 
ebcut? '.fey, even the cheapest of cheap thrillers bB't'e Cru,pter 
Nwubere t Is it erq good esldng the A.P. , I wonder? 

Ollce ogain c,ur old friend .Anthorq Porsons be~ris the list of 
authors, who incidentally number eight in all, with e t obl of 
swen st ories. His output ,res the slll!le es in 1947, I might slid , 
Seccnd place 1188 tekeu br encthei' of the old ti.mere, Rn BaTd.inge 



He menep!. sta: 78Z'U• John Hunter, aliea .Peter Kerl~, oame 
third Wi~ thre,o atorlea . (•81118 ea ·lh 1947) and Lewie .r~. 
Welter Tirer end John Dll'Ul!DOlld ell eontrl.bahd bQ each. llow 
t.tier~ ere -eome sip tbet the people up et Pl~ House 8N 

J>lll~ to dispoee of all the 'Older element. in the Sezton ~~ 
ato~~- unl.eea, of eoGrM; we have lOllt oae or two writers for · 
rea.rion or Qth!!r. I 91!11 aorq to mte, for inat1D1C11, that Gil . ' 
Chester-. aot. one o~ ;tile eipt euthon oonce:rned. It 1e mp,~. 
IIIIJIIT years .aim e Chea~ 1t1rtad writing for the Librel'f Nld. 19 
1l8fl tho fint 7eer In Jlhich he WD8 elltueq mhatn'g. Dv1ng · 
war he ' wae Oil top ~ with AnthorlT Pers".'DI and ffml in l~?'he 
contributed three stories. ?fow elthougb. I hn9 .GeVer:been II ree 
Cheater tan I do think that he aa a mater of the piolt SGtioa · 
type of Blake a~ and hes d~ 1-h fine work for the o-e. 
It ·is thud:>:re yey regrettable thet he abow.d be a'beeat from 
ROUDtl Table for "<! lqng lllld I ~ hope that hU absence la not 
due to hie deml&e; .. The A.P. woaldn't tell 1111, ~.. I~ 
:a,' and tilid out ~ etio.t tll1a 11111\ter and will let 10f1 
lmoW kter. · 

;i; 'lrila d~Ughted to DOft 4be return of two old faffllU'itea, 
~. ()De ot these, llamok Judw, 11'18 8 great fnmrite 
Sil <the' }ittl!Z' bslf .o! the . 2ad aerlee, lllld 1 t wee he who was res
~ible ,. for the CNtatendJ.ns "'l'ed ?lanegbftti.'1 serlee. I hope ft 
ehall ,~ .•re of him dur1Jlg' l949. Hl• ttnt etozt tar the ,id . 
aerioa, "Tlie Jl8n ~-~en" ('lo.119) 1188 1111 extra long end .. · 
tntereating effo.rl!:. 1 The aeooad old/n• eni'fel wie Martin .Pn • 
n laet haa:d t.rai hia with "The Fatal 'if Sip" ( ,rd Nd• tto.26} 
iD. .T\Sl8 l.942, ao he wea abeezat Jllllt cmrr 6 :,-eaw. ,. . 

I th1alt the follo'l1iltg tellle nll gi'ft JOI& all e better idea 
.of the l.948. Bl~·~ than ooal4 '8 p,n illto woeda, 'bid ta 
ooncluab) VIOUd Wte to pGlat Gilt bt 11111' ._,. old titm4 
J,nie hLean iffvel" Jeclmon Ilea""'- al>NIR dDoe leM..,. 
( e lOllg gap. thi• ti.•). • ftl7' nlOOM nwm to ti» fold. ,,.. 
Jobri ~. I,~ au.., tfflllbimthe 
,"Jll!ll' .Ow7& Bnn8" • 

\ 
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J ohn Drummond f1' ~- ,.. 1 2 

l 
~run Freaer l .. 
·Re Jfordinge rl,j_ i 1~ 1 1 -1 6 .- . 
John Hunter ;, 1 t= ·:.:.q -- 1 ' r,e:rwick Jardine: 
Lene Js~;i;l 
1.ntbon.r Persona . l 1 

fivol te(~ r,f, : 1 
I •.· · " ,: • · • ·-· . 

1 1 

1 2 

l 1 .. 1.: 1 7 

·:t i: l 
., _.,; .... 2 

-. . ...... 
~ .J.~ : • -· . •... 
.:.nd now. f"or the benefit · ot"thoae 1itio have not been oble to 

.~et hold o! 9TI¥ or ell of the S. !l.,L,. i•su,ee for 1948 we l'N 

printiilg II detailed liat of t Hioti; This list will . be the far.a-

runner of c series of t:IUCh liet!', later .ones ,1eel.1'!i . '!'1th the . 

ill!Piiu, of .previous y&ors. In d~ cour•e, therefore, ·e11 reechnoe 

w!Il 'lii1ve e cceplete record of · the J..ibrerl es f1UI )l'o, l of the . 

f1.rat iiririea in . 1915 up t o date . Al.l the necesa er, data ere · 

not 8\ ~e moment evsilo ble 1 b'llt we"ho~~ to ocmpl ete Ou:' recol'd.e 

· ere lODiI, I shall welcome oll opinions .. of this sch01De. 

To conclUde this issue of Dlek::f:ans.I . ebould like to take 

W.s oppotuni tr of thsnldllg ell'= thoile whq;--~ ,written to me 

( 81\d w WT co--eai t or) praising too Dlske aniolea in the 

Dec...mber C.lJ. end the Annwil. · .ind, please don 1 t forge t -

ertioies ·on Sexton Blab ere urgam:lf' 1181ted for ! 

H. K. DOii) . 
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159. The q11e or The Doped Re"7ft~ 
160. '?he Gargqfle or Pol&el]T 
161. Tbe Inoct1e Taz C0118pirec:, 
162. '!'he c .. e Againet Dr. Ripon 
165. 'l'he JC,stery of the Shadowed Foot'b111ler 
164. 'l'.be ~ot of Pald.eten 
165 • The Ceae of the Stolen !line 
166. The CU'lle c.,f the Treck 
167. The lfJeter., of the Red Cucktitoo 
168 • The Jflln 'l1ho ~ e.nt l.irong 
169. 'l'he lll,ate%'7 of" · ·"4t-Deaerted Cemp 
170. The Affair of the Spiv•a Secret 
171. '!'he Jf8n ~iho Becked ou.t 
172. The caae of the Af'rioen Emigraiit 11,. The Motor Cuich ~te17 
174. The secret or the Afrioen S~tuer 
175. The JC,eter., of the .~ Dq A;li~i ., 
176. The Riddle of the ' Sedef Ruom, '·' : 
171. The Riddle of the RUseiiJn In1 .ne 
179·~ The Cose· of t?le .Ainerlcen 'l'oup.ats 
11' . The :J«an f'1'om JJ.glere 
180. The )b'ster., of ATcriU& Reed 
181. The Biddle ot lllghnyJDen'• Stone . 
182. The 'rom of Sbadow · · : 

. :t . 
~ -, 

.IDthon,y Paree.. 
Rn B'azdizage 
AJltiloaT Pal'ISOIMI 
'falter 'l'1Nr 
lifarti.ll Pruw 
a!lthor\T Par&CDe 
Rn Bo:rdiase 
John. mmtv 
.Anthq Panone 
Lewie Jackson 
:rotm~ 
John amter 
Anthon;r Pa1'8otll!I 
Reic Bsrdinge . 
'!'l'elter Tirsr . 
Rn:~e 
AntbozU'. for,ODB 
Rex~e ' 
..\nthCD,J Persons 
J olin Banter 
'!Jai,rick Jardine 
Ant~ Pazeona 
rtex H!lZ'dlJlge 
John 'D1"Wlm>ll'l 






